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Morning rush hour from 9:30 to 10:30—late lunch with cocktails and wine followed 
by an afternoon siesta—dinner at about || PM and partying in the bars or night clubs 
until 3 AM, it all sounds like a wonderful gay lifestyle. 
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Just forty kilometers south of Barcelona 
is the port town of Sitges, which has _ 
become recognised throughout Europe as pid 
the perfect gay resort for summer relax- B=: 
ation and fun. z 


The Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra’s 
Sprinciple cellist Philip Hansen has recently 
released a new CD, Bragatissimo, a Tango 
Nuevo collection. 


PICNIC IN THE PARK OFFICIAL PRIDE WEEKEND LAUNCH 29TH ANNUAL PRIDE PARADE 
=m Res ? Saturday July 14, Llam-7pm, Bro Friday, August 3, Noon-1:30pm, Art Gallery Sunday August 5, Noon-2:30pm, The West End 


— ~ tet GAYDAY AT PLAYLAND VANCITY THEATRE HUMAN RIGHTS FILM PRIDE FESTIVAL 
.= on v = Ra ne i Saturday July 21, Noon-8pm, PNE Playland & Dialogue Fri Aug 3, 7pm-9:30pm Vancity Theatre Sunday August 5, Noon-6pm, Sunset Beach 


Pwhysaenadl a S vw DINE WITH PRIDE TERRY WALLACE MEMORIAL BREAKFAST PRIDE YOUTH DANCE 
- Sunday July 29, 6pm-8:30pm, Pacific Crab Co. Saturday August 4, Sam-lpm, Davie Street at Bute Sunday August 5, Spm-lam, WestEnd Comm. Centre 
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The waves beat rhythmically on the 
sandy beaches of Waikiki as we enjoy 
our Mai Tai’s. We watch the sun slowly 
sink into the ocean; igniting the sky in 
vivid hues of orange, pink, and magenta. 
My companion smiles at me, his chiseled 
jaw and washboard stomach obviously 
paid for dearly in a deal with the devil. 
Not to mention the fact that he can fly 
an FI6 jet, and is an accomplished 
businessman and did | mention he’s 
gorgeous? 


No, | didn’t join the ranks of drooling 
lasses on The Bachelor — An Officer and a 
Gentleman. My companion is none other 
than the infamous Reichen Lehmkuhl 
and he’s pulling off his shirt to proudly 
show me his newest accessory... 


Outlooks: So two weren't enough... 
Tell me about your new tattoo. 


Lehmkuhl: I’ve been jonesing for a 

new tattoo for a while now. | headed 

into a tattoo place in Waikiki and saw some new tattoos that depict words or 

phrases that read the same way when you read them to the right as they do when 

you read them to the left. The script is what | can only call “my style” and | fell in 

love with it. | wanted to make a statement on my body that reminds me to think 

strongly and positively. | had “Only God Can Judge Me”, written in large letters 

across my entire upper back. It’s true...only God can judge me. Nothing else 

really matters as long as | remember that. | love the tattoo and couldn't be 
happier with it! 

Outlooks: | thought | was a busy guy, and then | met you. You act, model, had 

a career in the Air Force, are writing a second book and are launching a jewelry 

line, am | forgetting anything? Oh right, your finance company. How do you 

manage it all? 


Lehmkuhl: | surround myself with the most supportive people imaginable to 
help make it all happen. | get to provide the vision and that’s what makes me the 
happiest. | end up exhausting myself too often and doing it all myself at times, but 
work-a-holism is in my blood, | guess. 


Outlooks: Let’s talk about your book, Here’s What We'll Say. What do you 
hope people get from reading it? 

Lehmkuhl: There are many parallels to others’ lives throughout the contents 
of my book, but the number one thing | hope someone gets from it is an undying 


understanding of and passion for ending the ban on open and honest service of 
our GLBT military members. 


Outlooks: And there’s a follow up book right? When can we expect that? 


Lehmkuhl: Yes, the follow-up book is in the works. It’s going to cover my 
experiences as a closeted-gay active duty officer in the Armed Forces, much like 
my first book covered my being a closeted Cadet. ! write everything myself...no 
ghostwriter, so | can’t really say when it will be out. I'll give you “soon” ... C’mon, 
an artist cannot work under this kind of pressure, Charlie! But every time 
someone asks me when it’s coming out | type a little faster. 


Outlooks: The ‘Don’t Ask Don’t Tell’ policy in the American military helped 
inspire your new jewelry collection. How does wearing a piece from your line 
help with the movement? 


Lehmkuhl: Ten per cent of the gross proceeds, not the profits...but the actual 
gross proceeds of a purchase of a piece of Fly Naked jewelry goes to the charity 
known as Service Members Legal Defense Network, or SLDN. Their mission is 
to combat the “Don’t Ask Don’t’ Tell” policy and to protect, for free, those in the 
military being witch-hunted out of their jobs under the current BAN on gay 
people from serving openly. 


You can purchase the jewelry on LoveAndPride.com. 
Outlooks: You’ve been in the spotlight a lot this year both professionally and 
personally. Is it difficult to separate the two? 
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Lehmkuhl: Yes, it’s always 
difficult to separate gossip from 
professional work. My new 
strategy is to NEVER read the 
blogs or tabloids. There’s an 
urge to read it when | get a call 
from a friend telling me I’m in 
this or that magazine being 
talked about but I just won’t do 
it now. Those writing malicious 
things are- doing it for one 
reason...to make money. My 
best interest isn’t in their head 
and | don’t focus on people 
anymore that aren’t for my best 
interest. It’s a waste of time. 


Outlooks: This year you 
joined the cast of Dante’s Cove 
for Season Ill in Hawaii. How 
would you describe the show? 


Lehmkuhl: | would have to 
describe Dante’s Cove as a show 
in two ways...one is what is 
portrayed on the screen. The other is what happens behind the scenes. As for 
what is on the screen, | understand that the show is evolving and changing from 
season to season and that Season Ill is different that the last two.What | was able 
to perform for this season was an absolute blast for me, and challenging at the 
same time. | loved the story line of my character, Trevor, and the range of moods 
| was asked to play to be him. As for what happens behind the scenes, | have 
never in my life worked under such amazing, nurturing conditions, with such 
amazing and professional people. It was a beautiful experience all the way around. 


Outlooks: There are seven openly gay or lesbian actors on the show this 
season, a first. How important is it to give accurate depictions of our community 
through media? 


Lehmkuhl: It’s important to give an accurate depiction through media by 
portraying the absolute diversity that exists among our community. There are so 
many different types of gay people! We as well as others are learning slowly that 
we cannot be put into a box and labeled “gay people”. We're learning that each 
and every one of us can be anything we want to be and then just happen to be 
gay also. | love to tell someone who asks if I’m gay that, “Well, I’m not just 
gay...l’m ALSO gay.’ 


Outlooks: Your character, Trevor, has a very open laissez-faire attitude toward 
sex and hooking up with friends.Are you a one man kind of guy or are you more 
of a flower child? 


Lehmkuhl: | prefer to be in a healthy, happy relationship where one person 
returns the same love, admiration, and devotion that | put out there for him. 
Then I’m all about one guy. 


Outlooks: Your passion for life is evident. What drives you so hard to succeed? 


Lehmkuhl: Growing up in a trailer park. | have something to prove to myself, 
| guess. 


Outlooks: What's your most common play in poker—fold, check or bet? 
Lehmkuhl: Bet. No Question. 


| think it’s a safe bet to say we'll be seeing a lot more of Reichen Lehmkuhl in 
the coming years in many surprising ways. Vv 


For more information on Reichen visit:: reichen.us, loveandpride.com, 
dantescove.com 


Charlie David is an actor and co-host of Bump! on OUTtv 
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Homophobia in Halifax 
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* By Ralph Higgins 


The original plan was to mark International Day Against Homophobia with a 
Kiss In. As organizer Hugo Dann stated in the publicity pamphlet, he was 
nostalgic for the protest marches of years ago, the sit ins and demonstrations for 
social change, “often provoked by outrage, but always containing a sense of 
celebration, an element of optimism”. His idea was to make a serious point in a 
light-hearted, fun way, to have a““GLBT gathering in Halifax’s Grand Parade, maybe 
even some sexy kissing on the steps of City Hall—a public declaration of our 
freedom to love”. 


Hugo Dann spent most of the last thirty years in Toronto, where he made his 
living as an actor. Among other roles, Hugo played the curmudgeonly (and 
Queer!) newspaper editor, George, on CBC’s short-lived soap opera, Riverdale. 
Now in Halifax, while still involved in the theatre, he is also involved with the 
Halifax Pride committee, the Nova Scotia Rainbow Action Project and Wayves, 
the queer newspaper serving Atlantic Canada. Dann is known for his wit, humour, 
energy and ready smile. All of these would be sorely tested in the days that were 
to come. 


i Since the World Health 
Organization removed homosexu- 
ality from its list of mental illnesses 
on May |7, 1993, this date has been 
significant for members of the 
queer community, their friends and 
families. While some cities have 
marches or other public events, 
Halifax has generally marked the 
occasion in a low key, reflective 
way like last year’s special 
screening of Brokeback Mountain. 
Then, in March of this year an 
event took place that would prove 
to spark a firestorm of contro- 
versy. Ashley Maclsaac, well- 
known Cape Breton musician, got 
married. When a picture of the 
newlyweds kissing appeared on 
the front page of a Halifax 
newspaper, letters to the editor 
poured in. Many were congratula- 
tory and supportive but a 
surprising number were angry 
and used language that was aston- 
ishing in its virulence and hostility, describing the tender, gentle touching of lips as 
“disgusting” and “pornography”. Even some of the milder ones began with “I’m 
not homophobic but...” 


All this over a kiss? 


Hugo Dann’s Kiss In was to be the community’s response to this latest example 
of homophobia. While we like to pride ourselves on the advances we have made 
socially and legally for gay rights, clearly there is something still very startling and 
disturbing for some in seeing two same sex people showing affection. We enjoy 
the security of knowing we can’t be fired from jobs or evicted from our apart- 
ments because of our sexual orientation, we can legally marry and yet how many 
of us can comfortably hold hands with our boyfriend in public, let alone give him 
a peck on the cheek? 


Then, two men were found murdered. 


In the first two weeks of May, Trevor Brewster and Paul Knott, two men with 
no connection to each other, in locations miles apart and on different days were 
murdered. The only thing they appeared to have in common was their sexuality. 
Both men were gay. Bizarre coincidence, or homophobia in deadly action? 


Nova Scotia is a province where violent crime is not unknown but certainly is 
not commonplace, and to have two gay men killed and with what the police called 
“significant similarities” in the manner of their deaths, sent a shock wave 
throughout the province. The police, who have really been making extraordinary 
steps to create better communications and relations with the gay community, 
showed themselves to be very sensitive, concerned and energetic in their search 
for the killer. Everyone was trying hard not to say the words “serial killer”. 


On May 16, the day before the International Day Against Homophobia, and also 
the day of Trevor Brewster's funeral, the report came through that US police had 
apprehended the main suspect in the murders as he was attempting to get into 
Mexico from Texas. The alleged murderer is from the Halifax metro area and had 
shown signs of mental instability but not violence until now. The reasons—if 
any—for his alleged killings are not known, and he is being held in Texas where 


he was arrested. He was carrying a rifle , 
that belonged to the last victim, a man 
from New York State. 


There was relief at the arrest, but the © 
events planned for International Day 
Against Homophobia had now taken on 
a sombre tone, the playful Kiss In would 
become a memorial. The rainbow family 
would mourn the loss of our brothers. 


More than three hundred people 
gathered under grey skies and while 
there were kisses and hugs, there were 
also tears. Hugo Dann read the names of 
the seven gay men who have been 
murdered in the Maritimes since 1990, 
one of them a friend of his. Also in 
attendance were members of the 
Pride committee, a high school gay 
straight alliance group, speakers 
Lindsay Willow—who won a Human 
Rights case last year—Reverend 
Darlene Young, musician Ryan 
McGrath, the Halifax police chief, 
politicians and others who wished to 
show support for the queer commu- 
nity and who stand with us against the 
forces that would try to suppress or 
even kill us. 
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Many issues around homophobia 


were raised by the _ publicity 
surrounding the murders. The media 
often referred to the two gay men as 
having frequented “gay cruising areas” 
yet, as one woman pointed out, 
straight men and women who go to 
bars to “hook up” are not described 
as cruising. There was even criticism of 
the original Kiss In as being too 
confrontational, too “in your face”. 
There are still lots of people—both in 
and outside the queer community— 
who would prefer that no one rock 
the boat. But this response is based 
on fear. Fear of change, fear of stirring 
up hostility, fear of difference and fear 
is the very thing we must fight. 
Coming out is a continual process and 
decisions made solely on the basis of 
fear only serve to perpetuate stereo- 
types and support those who oppose 
our right to live and love as we please. 


Homophobic violence begins long 
before the action itself, with hurtful 
words, attitudes of indifference, 
denigrating remarks that say that 
different is bad, even evil. People like 
the late, unlamented Jerry Falwell, and 
other religious and political leaders 
who use their religion or power to 
harm and control, are as guilty of 
assault and murder as those that pick 
up stones or guns or baseball bats. 
We win by surviving and by refusing to 
hide or be silent. In the struggle 
against homophobia, in all its forms, 
voices and visibility are our greatest 
strengths. W 
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Las Rambjas 


Morning rush hour from 9:30 to 10:30—late lunch with cocktails and wine followed 
by an afternoon siesta—dinner at about || PM and partying in the bars or night clubs 
until 3 AM, it all sounds like a wonderful gay lifestyle. But actually it’s everyday life for 
most of the 1.5 million residents of Barcelona, and probably accounts for the permanent 
smiles on their faces and their collective aura of happiness. Likely it’s the reason why Europe's 
GLBT community is flocking to Barcelona creating the new Mediterranean gay riviera. 


Ideally situated on the northeastern coast of the Iberian Peninsula and the shores of 
the Mediterranean, Barcelona is the second largest city in Spain—in both size and 
population. It is also the capital of Catalonia, one of the seventeen autonomous communities 
é ; . ae that comprise Spain. The first language is Catalan and the second is Spanish—with many 
he ae ey pb rae : locals also speaking English—for a truly trilingual region. The documented history of the 

. "aie ee city dates back to the founding of Barcino,a Roman colony in the second century B.C. 


With the Collserola Mountains to the northwest and the Mediterranean Sea to the 
south, the city is encompassed by breathtaking vistas. Boasting an aptly mild 
Mediterranean climate with a year-round average temperature of 19° C, sandy beaches, 
along with some of the most visually stunning and fascinating architecture in Europe, it’s easy 
to understand why gay travellers are discovering Barcelona and claiming it as their Mecca. 


At the very heart of the city is Ciutat Vella—Old Town—with vestiges of the original 
Barcino, presently known as the Gothic Quarter. This is the historic, religious and political 
centre of the city surrounding the Cathedral, a Gothic church built in the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries. The interior chapels, magnificent choir stalls, ancient organ and the 
crypts are amazing examples from another era. There is an elevator to the roof for a 
stunning view of the city. The Cathedral's cloister, surrounded by smaller chapels, has a 
certain kind of magic, with its central garden of magnolias and palm trees, where thirteen 
geese make their home. Here you can experience an eerie peace and tranquility in the 
heart of a pulsing city. 


An unhurried stroll through the pedestrian streets of the old town is essential to 
appreciate Barcelona’s history and to experience some of the oldest buildings, stores and 
squares—often enlivened by musicians, artists, actors and fairs or flea markets. The 
narrow, cobbled streets, cafés, restaurants, shops and historic buildings can easily occupy 
an entire day of strolling, shopping, dining and generally enjoying a leisurely step back in 
time. 


Adjacent to and part of the Gothic Quarter is La Rambla, the famous pedestrian 
street and colourful boulevard zigzagging through the old town like a verdant lifeline. 
This links the centrally located Plaza de Catalunya to the harbor and encompasses the 
Columbus monument at the waterfront. La Rambla is like an animated street theatre 
with a kaleidoscope of curious characters, street performers, market stalls and of course 
outdoor cafes offering tapas and cocktails. It’s a people watcher’s paradise and microcosm 
of never-ending activity at any hour of the day or night. The boulevard is comprised of 
many streets blended into one thoroughfare and is often referred to in the plural Las 
Ramblas. It is an experience to be enjoyed where time stands still as you imbibe in the 
surroundings, especially on a Sunday afternoon when much of Barcelona is closed in 
observance of the Sabbath. 


At the northern end of Las Ramblas and to the west is the area known as Eixample, 
which is now the central area of Barcelona. This urban expansion of the city began in the 
last half of the nineteenth century with the demolition of the medieval walls which had 
been suffocating the old city and constraining it. This enabled vast urban reform and the 
real expansion of Barcelona. Here you will find, not surprisingly, Gaixample—the area 
that became home to the largest number of GLBT bars, bookstores, saunas, cafes, shops, 
hotels and residences. Whenever a city grows it seems as though the gay community is 
the first to establish their roots. 


The visitor map and guide published by gaycelona.com lists over one hundred gay 
or gay-friendly businesses most of which are located in Gaixample or close by. This 
provides one of the most vibrant gay villages you are likely to find anywhere in Europe. 
With the chic bars, elegant restaurants, cozy cafés, saunas, the extreme leather clubs, plus 
sex clubs and everything in between, the gay scene in Barcelona attracts GLBT tourists 
from all over the world seeking to experience this liberated equality. 


Within Gaixample there are two excellent places to stay in the heart of all the action. 
There are many other choices close by, but here in close proximity you can experience 
gay Barcelona to the fullest. 


The Axel Hotel is a luxury—hetero-friendly—gay hotel that is part of the world’s first 


Axel Hotel 


Axel Hatel Roaftdh Patio 


chain of gay hotels. Here you can pamper yourself and be waited upon by a caring gay 
staff dedicated to making your vacation perfectly gay in every way. The rooftop lounge 
area contains a pool, hot tub, fitness room and bar, creating the perfect sanctuary in the 
heart of the city. From here, the view of Barcelona is second to none. 


At Hostal Absolut Centro the rooms are more modest and the facilities are sparse, 
but the price and location are perfect for the budget-conscious traveller. This is a good 
location to enjoy all the gay offerings within walking distance without having to worry 
about taxis or public transit. Hostal is a general term used to describe a basic European 
hotel that provides a no-frills bedroom and just like the no-frills airlines it’s a basic 
service but completely adequate for a good holiday. 


Throughout Barcelona there are plenty of different gay or gay-friendly accommodations 
from which to choose. Due to the city’s popularity, advance planning is absolutely necessary 
to ensure your holiday home is exactly what you’re seeking at the right price. Last 
minute planning may result in the need to book expensive hotel rooms, leaving less fun 
money in your pocket. 


As you begin to explore this city you will observe the influence of famous Spanish 
artists like Picasso and Salvador Dali, but certainly local architect Antoni Gaudi made the 
most distinctive mark on the city. Considered by many to be the genius of modernism— 
the Spanish equivalent to France’s Art Nouveau—the truth is that Gaudi represents a 
separate artistic talent in a class by himself. When you turn a corner and encounter your 
first Gaudi building, it is guaranteed to stop you in your tracks. It will be a truly unique 
visual experience and you will find yourself instantly mesmerized. 


His works were numerous, including his famous Cas Vicens, Finca Guell, Palau Guell, 
Collegi de les Teresianes, Cas Calvet, Casa Batilo—today a must-see museum—and Casa 


Mila, just to name a few. His Basilica of the Holy Family [Sagrada Familia] is undoubtedly 


his masterpiece to which he devoted over forty years of his life—from 1883 to his 
untimely death in 1926. Today it is Barcelona’s most visited attraction, the city’s most 
famous landmark and yet it is still under construction. Gaudi designed Guell Park as a 
residential English-style garden city with his own distinctive style that leaves every visitor 
stunned by his architectonic elements. The park is in the hills, high above the city with 
wonderful views and surprises around every corner, making for a perfect day trip to 
escape the bustle of the city. 


The dictionary definition of the word gaudy is “extravagantly or tastelessly bright or 
showy”, and you have to wonder which came first—the architect or the word? Either 
way it’s uniquely Catalonian and memorable. 


With all the history, architecture, galleries and museums to enjoy you might think that 
Barcelona is an urban vacation experience, but that would be the wrong impression. In 
preparation for the 1992 Olympic Summer Games, the Barcelona waterfront underwent 
a major rejuvenation program that included the restoration of four kilometers of city 
beaches. This includes two gay areas where clothing is optional at Platja de la Marbella 


| 7 Keep your cool this summer! 
at North East Grocery & 


and Moll de Sant Bertran. Trust the gay community to claim 
their own perfect spaces to chill out and enjoy the warm 
Mediterranean waters amid the excitement of the city. 


Finding your way around and traversing the city is easy 
with the convenient metro and bus system. Economical 
passes for unrestricted transit access can be purchased for 
various durations to suit the length of your stay. There is also 
a Barcelona Card which features free travel on public 
transportation, plus admission to galleries and museums or 
discounts at stores and restaurants. The airport is also well 
served by an express bus or train to the city centre, both at ' “if 
a one-way cost of less than five Canadian dollars. The a 
Barcelona Bus Turistic is an excellent way to visit the major attractions throughout the 
city and a day pass allows you unlimited travel on three different routes getting on and 
off to suit your own schedule. 


Amazingly with the size of the city and heavy traffic volumes, all of these forms of 
public transit run ona very exact schedule and passengers never have to wait more than 
a few minutes for any mode of transport. 


For the adventurous it is also possible to rent a motor scooter, which is obviously the 
transportation mode of choice for the local residents. It seems as though everyone 
owns a scooter. They're easy to park, economical on gas and can be easily maneuvered 
through the heavy traffic. The less ambitious can rent a bicycle for more energetic 
mobility. Of course walking around town is a very pleasurable way to see all the sights 
without distractions. Barcelona is a city of approximately one hundred square kilome- 
ters almost twenty percent of which is parks and gardens, making for a very pleasant environ- 
ment to discover whichever mode of transport you choose. 


Enjoy a panoramic view of the city from the sea, either on a sailboat or a catamaran, 
and Barcelona’s skyline reveals itself with the mountains as a backdrop. Either option is 
available with frequent schedules by day or night from the main port area. 


If the city and beaches are not enough to make your vacation perfect, then several day 
trips into the surrounding countryside are readily available. The Montserrat Winery, 
Dali’s City and Girona or the beaches at Castelldefels are perfect day trips with 
fascinating or relaxing agendas to afford a break from the urban life. However, the best 
day trip, or even for a few days, is a trip to the gay seaside resort town of Sitges, just 
forty kilometers from Barcelona with convenient train service every thirty minutes from 
the city centre (see separate Sitges story on page | 0). 


Barcelona offers diverse holiday pastimes and the local residents are happy to welcome 
every gay traveller. Prepare yourself for some leisurely days, long lingering lunches, afternoon 
siestas, late dinners and fun nightlife—could there possibly be a more gay vacation? W 
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SITGES 
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By Roy Heale 

Just forty kilometers south of Barcelona is the port town of Sitges, which 
has become recognised throughout Europe as the perfect gay resort for 
summer relaxation and fun. During the months of July and August the tourist 
visitors are almost exclusively gay and the town switches into hetero- 
friendly mode. 


This historic seaport dates back to the tenth century when a small castle 
was built over the ruins of an old Iberian settlement. During the following 
years, houses were built near the castle and Sitges was born. 


In the middle ages, Sitges used to be the only port town on the coast from 
Barcelona to Tarragon. The town’s main industries were its vineyards and 
the commercial activities with other ports. Now tourism and construction 
are the major employers in Sitges and the charm of this small town on the 
coast is irresistible. Nestled on the hillside between the mountains and the 
ocean, it’s easy to understand how the gay community fell in love with the 
cobbled streets, historic buildings, beautiful beaches and of course the bars 
and restaurants. 


Sitges boasts on average 300 days of sunshine each year, which makes for the longest 
summer weather anywhere in Spain. The local resident population is approximately 
twenty thousand, many of whom are artists, sculptors and painters or employed in the 
service industry and they tend to welcome the gay community as potential customers. 
Santiago Rusifiol the famous Spanish artist moved to Sitges in 1891 and turned it into a 
meeting point for artists and intellectuals, giving it the bohemian air that persists today. 


With almost thirty gay bars and clubs, plus twenty gay or gay-friendly restaurants, 
many retail stores, gay-owned accommodations, a couple of saunas and more, the local 
gay map would rival that of a major city. The main street is known as Sin Street and leads 
from the beach into the centre of town. The Parrots Bar has two patios—one on each 
side of this street—and every day starting around 4 PM it’s the place to sit with a cocktail 
and people watch. 


Although seafood is extremely popular and local Catalan cuisine can be found in every 
restaurant, there is a complete selection of international menus to satisfy every diner’s 
tastes. Many places are located on the boulevard beside the ocean with relaxing views 


Dedicated to providing quality 
financial leadership, management 
and business services 


For small to medium-sized businesses, 


not-for-profit and other 
organizations, including businesses 
in the health and fitness industry 
= 22nd Avenue SW 
erta T2S 3C7 


Fax 403 264 4169 Email ak@akrpc.ca 


Same-sex partners, 
__ different rights 


www.akrpc.ca 


Bel Bray & Rosalie Jones, CFP 


10 July 2007 OurT 


of the boardwalk and Mediterranean Sea. 


There is a very large gay beach centrally located 
which is always busy and at the height of the 
summer season the locale for making new friends 
and acquaintances.Although the locals recommend 
staying out of the sun from | PM to 4 PM, it 
doesn’t seem to stop the gay tourists. 


With a train service from Barcelona that runs 
every thirty minutes at a cost of less than ten 
dollars it is easy to spend a day or an extended 
holiday in this gay seaside paradise. However, it’s 
important to make your hotel reservations far in 
advance for a vacation at any time of the year to 
avoid disappointment. 


Enjoy this Spanish gay resort and pack plenty of 
suntan lotion to look your best in the bars at 
nighttime. W 
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Tango 
Renaissance 


By Sean McLennan 


The Calgary Philharmonic 
Orchestra’s principle cellist 
Philip Hansen has recently 
released a brand new CD, 
Bragatissimo, a Tango Nuevo 
collection. “Tango” is a richly 
expressive word that will 
undoubtedly evoke intense 
auditory and visual recollec- 
tions of its characteristic 
sound and suggestive dance; 
this is what tango is to most of 
us here up north. However, 
south of the equator, where 
tango breathes through the 
passionate Latin culture that 
gave it life, the music and 
dance have evolved into a 
complex family of nuanced 
sub-genres—tango nuevo— 
probably isn’t what you'd 
expect. 


One Argentine composer, 
Astor Piazzolla (1921-1992), is 
credited with originating tango 
nuevo and bringing a “tango 
renaissance” after World War 
Il. He infused his tango with 


harmonics influenced by 
contemporary classical 
composers’ like Bartok, 
Schoenberg, and Messiaen, and 
rhythms influenced by 
Stravinsky and jazz. 


Consequently, tango nuevo is 
more melodic and the traditional beat tends to drift in and out—it could be 
characterized as “concert tango” since it’s a lot less suitable to dance. 


As an innovative style, tango Nuevo was controversial. It’s hard to understand 
why without realizing how closely tango is tied to the national identity of 
Argentina. Tango, truly a music of the people, which had its beginnings in the mid- 
nineteenth century streets and bordellos of Buenos Aires, swept the world in 
very short period of time. However, after the coup against President Peron, tango 
was suppressed by the new regime because it was considered too nationalistic. 
This was the political climate of Buenos Aires that Piazzolla returned to from 
Paris, where he had been studying, bringing with him his new style of music. 
Traditionalists were shocked by what they saw as a severing of the roots of tango 
and were afraid that tango would be lost along with the identity it signified. Riots 
broke out in musical halls; Piazzolla was even threatened with a gun during a radio 
interview on one occasion! Neither traditional tango nor tango nuevo were ever 
really in danger of dying out and today they both continue to thrive in a comfort- 
able coexistence. = 
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There’s one more crucial character in the story of tango nuevo: José Bragato 
(born 1915 ). Bragato, originally born in Italy, immigrated to Argentina in his teens 
where he became an accomplished cellist. A fervent admirer of Piazzolla, they 
became close friends and worked together for many years. Bragato is credited 
with introducing cello into tango orchestras—which typically only included 
violin—and his work continues to be widely published and performed. Bragato 
was also an outspoken political activist, which unfortunately, resulted in many 
years of exile. Today he has returned to Argentina and resides in Buenos Aires. 


Philip Hansen, originally from California, has been with the Calgary 
Philharmonic Orchestra since 2004 and is a great asset! He was educated 
throughout the US, and has performed to acclaim both in orchestras and as a 
soloist: the Los Angeles Times praised his “admirable virtuosity” and Pulitzer 
Prize-winning composer David del Tredici said, “Phil Hansen brings virtuosity and 
élan to all that he plays.’ Currently, in this off-season, he is teaching in France. 
During the rest of the year, in addition to CPO performances, you can find 
Hansen conducting for the J. S. Bach Society. 


Hansen had a close call shortly after coming to Calgary when he broke his arm 
in a bike accident in 2005. Not immediately realizing that the tumble gave him a 
hairline fracture, he continued to play with a broken arm until he simply couldn’t 
continue, and eventually had to sit out the season. Fortunately for us, he made a 
full recovery. 


Through his career Hansen has developed a passion for Asian and Latin 
American cello music, and has committed himself to bringing them to North 
American audiences—naturally José Bragato drew his attention. In 2005, Hansen 
was able to visit Bragato with his colleagues who also appear on his recent CD: 
“The trip was a joyful and surprising adventure. During our time with the 
Maestro, he shared with us what turned out to be a gold mine of original compo- 
sitions as well as arrangements of music by Piazzolla among others.” 


And so we have Bragatissimo—a remarkable collection of pieces composed or 
arranged by Bragato, including the premier recording release of two Piazzolla 
compositions. Also playing on the album are Mika Sunago, a pianist from Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, and Erin Furbee, a pianist with the Oregon Symphony Orchestra; 
both women have an accomplished history of tango performance. 


Bragatissimo has everything that you could want in recording—historical 
relevance, local and international relevance, world-class composers, arrange- 
ments, performers—even Hansen’s cello, made in 1780 by Lockey Hill, is worth 
of note. Most significantly, it gives those of us who haven't had the opportunity 
to visit South America, a glimpse of a passionate and nuanced culture through a 
sound that we might not have encountered before. 


Bragatissimo is available from Classics Plus in Calgary, and from North Pacific 
Music at northpacificmusic.com. W 
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Transforming Homophobia into Hope 


By Rick Pollard 


Imagine if every act of 
homophobia-fueled hate 
resulted in a tangible benefit 
to the queer community. 


That is the radical propo- 


sition members of the 
Campus Feminist Action 
Network (CFAN) asked 


people to consider as they 
announced their campaign 
' to “Stop the Hate” during 
ceremonies to mark the 
International Day Against 
Homophobia. CFAN has 
launched this campaign in 
response to local extremist 
Bill Whatcott, who has 
recently resumed distrib- 
uting hate literature on the University of Regina campus and elsewhere in the city. 


Whatcott is well known in Regina for distributing anti-choice literature that 
includes pictures of aborted fetuses as well as literature railing against rights for 
gay and lesbian people. He famously demanded that the Mayor of Regina proclaim 
Heterosexual Family Pride Day after the city issued a Gay and Lesbian Pride 
proclamation; only twenty-five members of his Christian Truth Activists showed 
up to celebrate. He once ran for mayor on a platform of forcing the offices of the 
Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission out of the city. 


Whatcott placed copies of his most recent hate literature inside copies of the 
Carillon, the University of Regina student newspaper, after the paper had been 
distributed to various sites around campus. That leaflet proclaimed that “God Is 
Not Pleased with Academia’s Culture of Death” and contained pictures of a 
decapitated fetus. It also depicted a person infected with genital warts and went 
on to claim that more than fifty per cent of gay men have HPY, the virus that 
causes the warts. CFAN points out that the same percentage of women and men 
carry the virus regardless of their sexual orientation. 


“Although he has been through numerous court cases, Whatcott continues to 
spread his ugly hate literature in our city. So CFAN has decided to fight negativity 
with positivity,’ says Amber, a CFAN spokesperson. “For every hateful pamphlet 
that Whatcott distributes in Regina in the future, CFAN will make a donation to 
the university’s sexual diversity centre. If WVhatcott stops distributing these 
flyers, we have succeeded. If he does not stop this, then GLBTQ2 organizations 
will benefit, and Whatcott has indirectly helped them in their important work.” 


Regina Elphinstone-Centre NDP MLA Warren McCall, whose constituency 
includes the Gay and Lesbian Community of Regina community centre, presented 
the provincial government's proclamation of the International Day Against 
Homophobia to the community. He celebrates the strides made by gay and 
lesbian people in recent years but cautions that those advances cannot be taken 
for granted. “We have to remember that these victories weren't just handed to 
the gay community. People fought for them. Social change isn’t something that can 
be taken for granted. It has to be defended.” 
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In 1993, the NDP amended the Saskatchewan Human Rights Code to prohibit 
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, something McCall describes as 
a “watershed moment” in the province. Members of the Conservative opposition 
tried unsuccessfully to amend the legislation to prohibit gay adoptions, recogni- 
tion of same sex relationship and spousal and family benefits. 


In 2001, shortly after Lorne Calvert became NDP Leader and Premier, the 
government passed legislation, which amended twenty-four pieces of legislation 
and extended to common-law same sex and opposite sex couples the same rights 
as married opposite-sex couples. By now, the Conservatives had morphed into 
the Saskatchewan Party but most members still voted against the legislation. 


In 2004, the Saskatchewan courts legalized equal marriage for same-sex 
couples. Following that decision, Justice Minister Frank Quennell announced that 
the province’s marriage commissioners would be obliged to uphold the law and 
perform civil marriages for same sex couples. One of the commissioners, Orville 
Nichols, launched a complaint with the province’s Human Rights Commission, 
claiming discrimination on the basis of religion. That complaint was dismissed. A 
complaint has now been laid against the seventy-year old Baptist by a same-sex 
couple whom Nichols refused to marry. 


There has been a great deal of legal progress in Saskatchewan for GLBTQ2 
people, but McCall acknowledges that the provincial government has more to do. 
“Some people would describe a lot of these issues as housekeeping, but for the 
people coping with these situations, they're anything but.” He points out that, in 
the most recent legislative session, the government passed changes to the Vital 
Statistics Act to ensure that the rights of non-biological parents in same sex 
relationships were recognized. “There are a lot of changes like that we still need 
to make to ensure equality.” 


Moreover, legal progress doesn’t always translate into changes into attitudes. 
“It’s still acceptable to make off-colour jokes about movies like Brokeback 
Mountain,” says Sinda Cathcart, the openly lesbian president of CUPE Local 3967, 
which represents employees of the Regina Qu’Appelle Health Region. “And we 
have this impression that young people are becoming more open-minded and 
maybe that’s true, but a lot of queer youth still struggle to be accepted.” 


She points out that most queer people continue to edit their behaviour 
depending on the circumstances in which they find themselves. “How many 
openly gay men feel comfortable walking into (local straight meetmarket) the 
Pump?” 

Cathcart admits that fears persist even within organized labour, which has 
championed queer equality for years. She notes that, in a union local with 5,000 
members, only one person was willing to serve on the GLBT committee. She 
has also cancelled workshops intended to educate workers on queer issues 
because people continue to worry that attending a workshop is an admission that 
they are gay. 

Access to health care services is also a concern. Cathcart notes that people are 
at their most vulnerable when faced with a personal or family health crisis, but 
says the local Health Region has done little to educate employees. 


CFAN points to Canadian Blood Services’ screening program, which continues 
to prohibit men who have had sex with men at least once since 1977 from 
donating blood. 


However, activists also agree that recent trends give them cause for hope. 
“Personally, | have experienced a lot more openness among my immediate co- 
workers,” says Cathcart. “I’ve noticed a marked shift in their acceptance of that 
part of who | am.” She says that the success of the Saskatchewan Federation of 
Labour's Positive Spaces campaign, which encourages businesses and other organ- 
izations to display stickers proclaiming their tolerance of queer people, is also 
cause for hope. 


Amber believes that social conservatives are becoming more vocal, in part 
because they are seeing their views pushed farther and farther from the 
mainstream. “I think that, as the right becomes louder and more extreme, they 
ultimately drive away the people they choose to influence. It works as a cycle.” 
She believes that the extremism of the right has caused apolitical people, in 
particular, to become more accepting. 


McCall says that the best defense against stereotypes is when people get to 
know real people. “That's a very hard thing for governments to legislate, or to 
fund through budgetary line items. Events like the International Day Against 
Homophobia are important because they bring people together and give them a 
chance to get to know one another.” 


Queer people will likely never win the acceptance of people like Bill Whatcott. 
But, if Cathcart, McCall and Amber are right, we can yet hope for the day when 
the homophobia of ordinary people has been transformed into understanding 
and acceptance. W 


Rick Poilard is a long-time community activist and one of the co-hosts of “Out On the Air”, 
a GLBT program that airs Wednesdays on CJTR community radio in Regina. 
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The Best of the Fest 


By Doug Ross 


For eleven glorious days and nights the line-ups were very long indeed at the 
seventeenth annual Inside Out Toronto Lesbian And Gay Film And Video 
Festival—and justifiably so. After suffering from some rather lackluster program- 
ming during the previous couple of years, 2007's festival was thankfully back on 
target with a much stronger roster of films to choose from, which resulted in 
significantly larger audiences and significantly more box-office dollars. In fact, 
approximately ten per cent more tickets were sold at this year’s fest than last 
year’s, thus making this hugely successful same-sex cultural event the third largest 
of its kind worldwide, which proves once and for all that size does matter! 


The amazing array of crowd-pleasing films and videos that were screened were 
selected from thirty international countries, with more than 270 options from 
which to choose, there was definitely something for everyone, regardless of their 
specialized tastes. From raucous one-liners in contemporary romantic comedies 
to hardcore lesbians in lust, from gratuitous nudity (because male models should 
be seen and not heard!) to engrossing transgender dramas, from inspirational 
short films to pretentious art films, from unrequited love to unbridled passion, 
from political satire to political conflict, from the Midnight Madness screenings to 
the international focus on product from East Asia. Stereotypes were tackled, 
homophobia was (usually) conquered and sassy quips were tossed out faster than 
last night’s online hook-ups! 


Among the many high quality offerings, a few titles worth tracking down for 
your own viewing enjoyment include: Eating Out 2: Sloppy Seconds, which is a guilty 
pleasure that’s campier than a Boy Scout jamboree! And it also contains a great 
“free willy” scene courtesy of hunky heartthrob Marco Dapper. Life Of Reilly is a 
documentary of the hysterically funny—as well as extremely poignant—autobio- 
graphical monologue performed by the late great Charles Nelson Reilly that will 
have you laughing out loud while brushing away a tear at the same time. Wrestling 
With Angels is a powerfully riveting, thought provoking documentary that features 
the outspoken opinions, while also highlighting the artistic achievements of 
activist and Pulitzer Award winning playwright Tony Kushner. The Bubble features 
a sexy love triangle among three young Israelis who share an apartment—and 
many romantic entanglements—amid that region’s ongoing violence. It was this 
tender, enjoyable flick that received the festival’s Inside Out Award for Best 
Feature Film or Video. Tan Lines is a tale of cute, but confused surfer boys from 
down under who are grappling with the heartaches and alienation that accom- 
pany family dysfunction, coming of age and coming out. King And The Clown is a sub- 
titled, sumptuous period piece that focuses on the male court jesters of a long 
ago Korean dynasty. Excuse me? Don’t curl your lip quite so fast because this 
spectacular blockbuster has actually broken all previous box-office records in its 
native land...so there! The hardcore porn flick, One Night Stand, was definitely a 
jaw-dropper! The hot, sexy scenes involved a little something from column A, a 
little something from column B, and a little something from every other column 
imaginable too! So if you're ever in need of some highly creative ideas on how 
to spice up your own love life, then just watch this film’s queer sexcapades, find 
an appropriate partner and get busy! So many films, but unfortunately so little 
time...and one that got away was Itty Bitty Titty Committee (okay, is that the best 
title or what?) about a gal with an A-cup bra size and plenty of insecurities to go 
along with it, thus proving yet again that size does matter! 


Overall, the fest’s programming committee and staff did an exceptional job. 
Thanks to Ingrid Hamilton (Publicist), Rachel Matlow (Guest Relations 
Coordinator) and Jon Davies (Programming Assistant) for the invaluable help and 
consideration that they extended to Outlooks, in providing its enthusiastic 
audiences with a number of Canadian premieres, free screenings, filmmakers in 
attendance, and even special anniversary showings of a couple of queer Canadian 
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Dolly Parton 
+ 


classics, Outrageous and I’ve Heard The Mermaids Singing. Among other sold-out 
films were featured performances from such high voltage gay icons as the 
irrepressible Dolly Parton, a very determined Queen Latifah, the salacious Jackie 
Beat and a compassionate Meryl Streep. As well, the outstanding works of many 
ambitious, but still unknown, young directors were showcased. It’s those talented 
individuals with their own creative visions, unique voices and a willingness to take 
artistic risks that need to be seen and heard by today’s supportive audiences for 
festivals such as this one to continue to flourish. 


So for any readers who weren't able to attend this year’s event—and if you 
can’t wait until next year’s Toronto fest—then the good news for everyone comes 
from the left coast because the Vancouver Queer Film And Video Festival will take 
place from August 16 — 26, where many of the films mentioned above will likely 
be programmed, along with other fabulous surprises. 


Enjoy! W 


Doug is a busy producericasting director within the Toronto entertainment industry. He 
has just been contracted to ghostwrite a beok for a locally-based television personality. 
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By Dale Smith 


For twenty years, NDP MP Bill Siksay has been on Parliament Hill. Granted, 
only the past three of those years has been as a sitting MP but even behind the 
scenes, he has made a contribution to political life in Canada. 


“| worked with Svend Robinson for eighteen years,” Siksay says as he begins his 
tale. He eventually succeeded Robinson as the member for Burnaby-Douglas in 
the June 2004 election, but Siksay’s political activities date back to 1979, when he 
first got involved in partisan politics in Vancouver after having been recruited by 
someone running in a local nomination. But it was more than partisan politics 
that Siksay was engaged in—it was also the politics of sexuality. Back then, Siksay 
was studying for his Masters of Divinity in order to become a congressional 
minister in the United Church of Canada, and he was one of the first people to 
come out in that process. 


“It was a bizarre time,’ Siksay recalls. “There were times when you could be 
very isolated, and | think that it’s a miracle that | grew up with any concept of 
myself as a gay man because it was so unacceptable, and there were some hints 
around and there was no good information anywhere. For me, that was really 
driven home when | came out to my parents. My dad had gotten up that night 
because he couldn’t sleep that night, found a copy of Everything You Wanted To Know 
About Sex But Where Afraid To Ask, and read the chapter on male homosexuality, 
which was in question-and-answer format.” 


That volume holds a particular place of notoriety in queer history, as Siksay 
discovered first-hand. “The first question is how do you tell a male homosexual, 
and the answer was to check their underwear drawer, and you would find lady’s 
underwear there—and it went from there, every stereotype. My dad was hyster- 
ical! So that was the kind of information that | had grown up with, and that was 
the context of that time.” 


Still, it was a time of change, and Siksay became a part of it. “In the United 
Church, which | had been very active in, obviously considering | wanted to be a 
minister for them, there had been in the late seventies a move to look at 
questions of human sexuality. Not specifically male homosexuality, but that had 
been included in that. That sort of branched into a more serious consideration 
of the church policy around homosexuality. There was a lot of open participation 
in that kind of discussion. Around the same time gay and lesbian organisations 
came out around four or five regional groups independent of each other in 
Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina and Vancouver.” 


But while the movement had begun around him, Siksay had more personal 
reasons for wanting to be part of it. “For me the motivating factor to be out 
publicly was that in the late seventies in Ottawa, a friend of mine was murdered 
by someone who he met at the bar,” Siksay says. “Watching how the world 
responded to that at that kind of death, was what really made me decide that | 
had to be open and out and political about it. The church at the funeral didn’t 


mention about who he really was, or didn’t acknowledge that he had a partner at 
the time.” 
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Even more insulting, the police had a separate category for homosexual 
murders as opposed to regular ones, and the victim had only come out to his 
family a week before he died and they told him to get out in a way that was out 
of character for them. “There were all these horrible things around the fact that 
just made me feel like | can’t be silent about it,” Siksay says. “That was about the 
same time as | was studying to become a minister in the United Church and 
thought that the churches were responsible for some of that attitude, and that 
was an opportunity for me to do something to do about that, so that was a big 
motivator for me.” 


Still, Siksay never ended up finishing his studies. “It was very hard for me,’ he 
says. “| think it’s always hard for the folks who are first out, that you do a lot of 
politics for that. It was for the first women who were ordained.” 


His relationship with one of the levels of church hierarchy had deteriorated, 
and they first sent him back to his congregation to see that they would accept a 
gay minister. But when they said okay, the organisers then sent him to the 
regional caucus, and they said okay. And when still nothing happened, he gave up. 
“| think there still might be a motion on the table of the Oshawa presbytery of 
the United Church about my candidacy that was never formally resolved,” he 
jokes. Regardless, the United Church has since become a strong ally of the queer 
community, and was one of our staunchest allies in the fight for same-sex 
marriage. 


Siksay’s passion transferred into politics from there. “Il met my partner Brian 
in the early eighties in Vancouver, and Brian had worked in politics here in Ottawa, 
and was back out in Vancouver,’ Siksay recounts. After the ’84 election, Brian got 
offered a job with a Member of Parliament, and the pair moved to Ottawa, and 
where Siksay eventually ended up working on the Hill with Svend Robinson a 
couple of years later. Curiously enough, his partner is now a minister in the 
United Church, while Siskay is now the one in politics. 


In the 1997 election, Siksay ended up running against MP Hedy Fry in Vancouver 
Centre. “I finished a strong third,” he jokes. “I’d always said that being elected 
was never my grand ambition,” but that he would come forward when the party 
needed him. That happened in 1997, and again in 2004, after Robinson stepped 
down because of the theft of the ring. It was then that Siksay sought the nomina- 
tion. 


“My tiny piece of fame in gay and lesbian politics is that it made me the first MP 
to be elected and be out before | was elected,” he says, modestly. “Everyone else 
at that point had come out after they were elected. It still feels like that’s a big 
hurdle, and we’ve had many candidates from the GLBT community, but it’s still 
very had to get elected.” Since then, Bloc Québécois MP Raymond Gravel has 
become the second MP to be elected already out. Currently, there are only six 
out MPs in the House of Commons, and one out Senator. 


In the House, Siksay serves as the GLBT critic for the NDP caucus, as well as 
immigration critic. His current cause is the Gender Identity and Expression bill 
designed to serve the trans community, a bill that was first introduced two years 
ago but died on the Order Paper in the last federal election. 


“It’s tabled again, and it’s still active and it’s something | hope that they will 
accept to have debate upon,” he says. “Unfortunately, | was drawn | 06th in the 
Private Member’s Lottery, so it’s unlikely in a minority Parliament, but the way 
things are going, maybe it will come up at some point. It’s still out there, and it’s 
still spoken of every once in a while. Last fall, | hosted the first Trans Day of 
Remembrance on the Hill, and we had about ten MPs show up which is a start, 
but there is a lot more that needs to be done around that. | think it’s still an 
important campaign” 


From the sounds of it, Siksay has a lot more years left in him on the Hill. 


Vv 


Dale Smith is a freelance writer in Ottawa. He is also a regular contributor to Capital Xtra 
and Ottawa Xpress, and an occasional contributor to the Hill Times 
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Summing Up Summer 


Previewing the Best from Screen to Stage 
By: Josh Murray 


Tan, turn, repeat. There are few excuses to be 
indoors over the summer months—other than 
the harmful UV rays, sweltering heat, and (if you’re 
anywhere near Church Street) suffocating 
humidity. For those summer days when the weather 
just doesn’t cooperate, there are plenty of bright 
and breezy entertainment highlights to keep you 
from resorting to re-runs of Grey’s Anatomy you've 
already seen too many times. 


MUSIC 


Thankfully this summer, Beyoncé is taking a 
studio break—and so another one of Destiny's 
children is picking up the slack. Kelly Rowland, 
DC’s other founding member, returns with her 
sophomore set on Sony/BMG this month. Ms. 
Kelly is an undeniably upbeat collection of well- 
produced R&B tunes that blatantly steers clear 
of the more mid-tempo pace that filled her solo 
debut five years ago. Rowland previewed the 
release as she headlined the Fashion Cares 
benefit in Toronto this May and, if the incredibly 
catchy first single, “Like This,” is any indication, 
the disc will be providing a number of club- 
friendly anthems for the summer. 


Also: Kelly Clarkson — My December (In stores 
now), Garbage — Absolute Garbage (July 17), Prince 
- Planet Earth (July 17), Tegan & Sara — The Con (July 
24), Eve — Here | Am (August 7), Ani DiFranco — 
Canon (Sept. | 1) 


While some gay rights 
groups are urging a boycott 
due to star John Travolta’s 
religious leanings, many 
moviegoers are counting 
down until this month’s 
debut of the 2007 re- 
tooling of Hairspray (July 
20). Michelle Pfeiffer and 
Queen Latifah join Travolta 
in the high-energy, ‘60s pop- 
inspired affair that tackles 
the troubling issue of racial 
segregation albeit with a 
perky, boisterous musical 
score that makes the film 
anything but heavy-handed. 


Perhaps less anticipated is the salsa-themed El Cantante (July 27), starring 
husband and wife team Marc Anthony and Jennifer Lopez. Though Lopez has 
professed her pride in the bio-pic of Puerto Rican music star Hector Lavoe, the 
reception at European film festivals earlier this year was decidedly mixed, with 
reports of audiences even booing the finished product. 


Also: | Know Who Killed Me, starring Lindsay Lohan (July 27) — The Simpsons 
Movie (July 27) — The Bourne Ultimatum, starring Matt Damon (August 3) 


Tickets 


Rufus Wainwright plugs his latest disc, Release the Stars, with tour stops 
throughout Canada this summer. The mildly acclaimed album was written and 
recorded in Berlin with production help from the Pet Shop Boys’ Neil Tennant. 
The songs are as over-the-top as ever—including one that voices Wainwright's 
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unrequited. love for The Killers’ 

_frontman Brandon Flowers—so 
prepare for a similarly dramatic live 
show. Western Canadian dates fall at 
the end of July while eastern 
Canadian fans will have to hold out 
for one month more. 


Regardless of schedule, both 
Toronto and Montréal need to 
batten down the hatches this 
summer as British R&B star Amy 
Winehouse stops in at two music 
festivals. The eccentric Rehab 
performer is renowned for her hard- 
drinking, frequent-fighting ways but 
also for her soulful vocals and 
magnetic stage presence. 


Also: Josh Groban (Various dates), 
Beyoncé (Various dates), Justin 


Kelly Rowland 


Timberlake (Various dates), Tegan 
and Sara (Various dates) 


TV 


The ultimate D-list diva 
finally comes to Canada again 
as Kathy Griffin: My Life on the 


D-List runs through the 
summer months on the 
Comedy Network. The third 
season of the popular series, 
which brought Griffin a rather 
unexpected Emmy nomina- - 
tion last fall, debuted in June and continues to chronicle the comedian’s struggle 
to be accepted in Hollywood. She attends a chili cook-off in the depths of the 
Michigan winter, sells out Carnegie Hall and even hosts the Gay Adult Video 
Awards. The season’s launch pulled in the series’ highest ratings ever stateside 
with a huge increase of nearly eighty per cent over the previous year—but that 
may be one of the few celebratory moments this season. Human drama replaces 
bathroom humour as Griffin finalizes her divorce from husband, Matt Moline, and 
then suffers the devastating loss of her father, who passed away in February 
during filming. 

To lighten the mood, Fox offers the completely brainless and utterly addictive 
So You Think You Can Dance, which wraps up with a major finale in August. Oddly, 
last season’s winner, Benji Schwimmer, made a major Canadian faux-pas by 
reportedly turning down the show’s crowning honour of a twelve-month 
contract with Celine Dion’s A New Day... spectacle in Las Vegas. He did walk 


away with a new car and $100,000 US —bumped up to a cool quarter of a million 
for this year’s champ. 


Also: The Janice Dickinson Modeling Agency (CH) 


Vv 


Josh Murray is a freelance writer. His own daily blog, ohmyjosh.ca, focuses on celebrity 
and news items—with a Canadian slant. 
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Guest House 


Experience our 19172 Arts & Craft heritage home 
with its English ambiance. 


All are welcome, including your favourite pet 
Rolls-Royce Service 
216 - 25 Avenue SW 
Calgary Alberta 
Phone: 403 229 1758 Toll Free: 866 846 7038 


westways@shaw.ca 


WWW.GAYWESTWAYS.COM 


House On 
McGill B&B 


A Chutch St. village 
Bed & Breakfast 
www.megillbb.ca 


416,351,1603 
2)580,5015 
D@iogers.com 


177 Frank Street Ottawa, ON Canada 
613.688.2753 - 877.580.5015 
Please visit our associate property in 
Toronto's Gay Village at www.mcgillbb.ca 
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To include your accomodation in this 
feature contact Cap Peters toll free 


888 228 1157 


or email 
sales@outlooks.ca 


Nestled above the Oheenone Lake. 
Gay wedding packages available! 
Just minutes away from estate 
wineries, world class golfing, great 
“wth boating, Melle and Rpsines: 

large pr vate e pe o and 8 man 
hot tub overlooking the lake 


www.theeaglesnestbandb.com 


1.866.766.9350 


e-mail: eaglesnesthnb@hotmail. com 


Accommodations include an expanded 
' continental breakfast along with fresh 
fruit, juices, freshly baked muffins, 
cereal, bagels, english muffins, tea, 

, and our specially blended coffee. 

Guests are always attracted to lounge 
= on the Hotel's rooftop. 
“) Clothing is optional. 

The lobby is not just a place to lounge, 
but to access the Internet via our 
internet kiosk and to enjoy some of 
proprietor Mei Cheren's artwork. 


Each unit has: 
*1 bedroom 
*2 bathrooms 
* kitchenette 

* living room 

* balcony 

* air-conditioning f 
* maid service : 


Boana Torre Malibu-condo Hotel, One block from GAY beach 
Amapas 325, Zona Romantica, Puerto Vallarta Tel/fax 011-52 (322) 222-6695 / 222-0999 


‘Www. boana. net boana@pvnet. com.mx 


magasine 


motor coach 
Proudly serving all communities... 


tT £ 


~p 


onboard movies 

single or double row seating 
fold-down tables and laptop plug-ins 
complimentary snacks and beverages 
several departures daily 


FIREWORK FINALE CRUISE 
TICKETS $75 (INCLUDES DESERT BUFFET) 


SATURDAY AUGUST 4 BOARD 8PM : CRUISE 8:30-11:30PM 
MV SUNSET BAY Il - SUNSET BAY YACHT CHARTERS, WESTIN BAYSHORE 


VANCOUVER’S ORIGINAL PRIDE CRUISES 
TICKETS $55 (INCLUDES MEAL) 


PRIAPE DENIM & LEATHER CRUISE 
SUNDAY AUGUST 5 BOARD 5PM : CRUISE 6-10PM 
MV BRITANNIA - HARBOUR CRUISES, NORTH FOOT DENMAN ST 


GO-GO CRUISE 
SUNDAY AUGUST 5 BOARD 4PM : CRUISE 5-9PM 
MV PRINCESS - HARBOUR CRUISES, NORTH FOOT DENMAN ST. 
DJ ZACH SHORE - DRAG DIVA JOAN-E & CARLOTTA GURL 


JAZZ CRUISE 
SUNDAY AUG 5 BOARD 4:30PM : CRUISE 5:30-9:30PM 
MV CONSTITUTION - HARBOUR CRUISES, NORTH FOOT DENMAN ST, 
JAZZ SINGER LEORA CASHE - DRAG DIVA CONNIE SMUDGE 


PARTY CRUISE 
MONDAY AUG 6 BOARD 3PM : CRUISE 4-8PM 
MV BRITANNIA - HARBOUR CRUISES, NORTH FOOT DENMAN ST 
DJABAS! - JAIN ON SAX - DRAG DIVA PERFORMANCES 
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AIDS Calgary requires an outreach 
worker for the HEAT (HIV Education and 
Awareness Today) program. Provide 
outreach, harm reduction tools, HIV infor- 
mation and education to MSM/gay men. 


Rooms and Suites in 
/ Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


- Commonwealth countries in a variety 
of denominations. If interested please 
e-mail: adanddesign@shaw.ca 


mature man for future 
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PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 

INTERNATIONAL 


MASSAGE 
Our site is: 
VANCOUVERGAYMASSAGE.com 
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20001-970 Rio, Brazil 


24 year old gay male, handsome, 
romantic, honest, understanding and 
sensitive. Looking for 
good friend 30-85 years 
old for meeting and 
lasting friendship. 
D. Justicev/a 


5 Barn COMMUNITY Rodggizzole 1/A 33170 
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pictures & profile. 


office space wanted 209 vacation rentals 
PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 

Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo 
Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico, Tel/fax: 011 52 
(322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 
222-0999. www.boana.net 
boana@pynet.com.mx One block 
from gay beach. Each unit has one 
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Asian gay male, 45, looking for same 
under 30. Interested in casual friendship, 
possible long-term relationship. Enjoy 
travel, theatre and outdoor activities. 
Send photo and profile to Reply #0602 
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dating services 


bedroom, two bathrooms, kitch- 
pets 307 700- Business enette, living room, balcony, air- GAY MALE SEX! 
Sarticue 701 conditioning. Maid service. Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us 
free! 
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Edmonton massage 


HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the Gala uire the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. 


Experienced registered massage 
therapist. Specializing in relaxation 
and pain relief massage. For appt. 

phone Dwayne (780) 483-3190 


shared accommodation 


Best DVDs for sale and rent! New 
releases and hard to find classics. 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


| #202, 11745 Jasper 

Ave., Edmonton,AB 
TSK ONS. 

Ph:780-482-7480. } | 


E-mail: 


Roommate in Calgary 


Gay male, full basement, July Ist 
| $625/mth. Utilities included. 


Call in Calgary 403-993-3778 
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--Fit, slim, 40's GWM, looking | 

for long-term relationship. 
Seeking similar age male who | 
| enjoys an active lifestyle and | 
| keeping fit. Reply #0502 
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Complete this form and mail or fax it to Outlooks at the address on Page 7. 
All ads placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 
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Please add the following headline to my ad 
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VERIFIED 
SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PURCHASE 


PAYMENT OPTIONS: (circle one) 
CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 
VISA - MASTERCARD - DINERS CLUB - AMEX 


SUBTOTAL per month: 
FREQUENCY: 

3 issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
6 Issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
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CARD NUMBER: 12 Issues: SUBTRACT 20% 
EXPIRY DATE: ADD 7% GST: 
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WHO'S WAITING 
FOR YOU?” 


Calgary 
403.355.2222 
Vancouver 


604.257.5555 | 


Toronto 


416.915.4545 | 


Find Your Number 


1.800.777.8000 . 
FREE TRIAL e 
CODE: 3901 


Need to talk? 416-964-6600 or 
1-877-964-6600 
Free, Confidential, Anonymous 


Cruise 
Gay Astrology’s Website 


www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer 


for 

Lichtenstein’s horoscopes 
Gay Love Signs, Closets in your Chart 
Stonewall horoscope 


This site offers easy to order 
personal readings by Madam L. 
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103-608°6370" 


5 CUT 
Jamaica Mix 
Slim Toned Swimmers Build 
In\Out 
calgary_sean@hotmail.com 


MONTREAL 
Gay classy. Huge and thick 9” uncut. 
Versatile, awesome body, sexy. 
Available for hot sex! 
Very Open! Located in Montreal’s 
Gay Village. 24/7, Out call’s $150 
downtown Montreal 
514-523-3825 / 514-686-5XXX 


602 


travel Alberta 


Alberta Society for Kink are hosting a B&D, S&M 
Campout for everyone into kink; including B&D, S&M, 
Gays, Lesbian, Voyeurs, Straight, Singles & Couples. 
June 30 - July 2nd. 

These events are being held at a very private acerage 
outside of Calgary. The cost is $40 per person in 
advance and $45 at the gate. Details and directions will 
be provided with ticket purchase. 


Call 403-398-8896 


604 
travel Quebec 


AUBERGELL Bed & Breakfast 
Montreal 
Yvon has been receiving guests in this 
recently renovated centennial home since 
1990. 

Hardwood and heated slate floors, brick 
walls, a subdued ambiance wonderful 
antiques 
matched to magnificient modern pieces in 5 
rooms in Montreal's Gay Village, 
wireless internet and expanded Continental 
breakfast 
www.aubergell.com 
514-597-0878 


SIR MONTCALM B&B 
Montreal 
Let Andre and Yvon host you in their modern 
Bed and Breakfast in Montreal's Gay Village 
Wireless internet, 
flat-screen televisions,3 rooms,two suites, an 
apartment/condo,all with private baths, 
full-service breakfast,beautiful deck,diningroom, 
home-theatre in a livingroom 
www.sirmontcalm.com 
514-522-7747 
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Twin Oaks Campground 
& 
Lodging 


Men only, clothing optional, 
year round. 
Rural Central North Carolina 


www.ourtwinoaks.com 
twinoaks @rtelco.net 
(919) 742-3203 8am-8pm please. 


Want to model for 
TLOQKS? 


We're seeking attractive and outgoing 

guys for future covers and Don’t You Wish 
features. If you are interested in applying, 
please e-mail a recent photo of yourself, 
along with stats and contact 
information to main@outlooks.ca 


HOROSCOPE 


& 


As hot as July can get, you ain’t seen nothing yet. This year love takes a Wilde turn;Venus changes signs 
and then retrogrades. Our hearts are in our hands. Yuk. Please pass a paper towel. 
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ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 

There'll be more intrigue around the office than usual this July and you will add to it. 
Proud Rams are apt to sniff out a work-related romance and jump in with both hooves. 
Venus will spread the love into all cubicles. Things can get hot and heavy before they 
dissipate and become uncomfortable. Maybe this is what you really want. Then again, 
maybe not. 

TAURUS) (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

You'll be not only the belle of the ball, but numero uno in the party department. Venus 
will light your way through July. Suddenly you'll find yourself on everybody’s A-list. How 
to choose, how to choose? Queer Bulls should make the most of this rare and enjoyable 
energy before it evaporates... and it will. Will you dance all night and sleep all day? Better 
than the opposite. 

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

Pink Twins will find themselves staying closer to home this July. And that may be a good, 
albeit slightly unexciting idea. Venus will encourage you to spruce up your surroundings 
with not only a few redecorating projects but also with an attractive coterie of pals. Plan 
a few summer splashes. Don’t forget to add a few able-bodied pool attendants for that 
occasional dip. 

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 

Not only will you be especially charming, you'll know how to spread it around to get 
what you want this July. Gay Crabs should not be shy and retiring now. Be sure to move 
fast and feverishly into local projects, neighborhood causes and even global platforms. 
Get the word Out, asap. Before you know it, Venus will retrograde and your cream will 
curdle. Sniff? 

LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 

You see what and whom you want and can go and get‘em. Success is there for the taking, 
at least early in July when the wind is in your sails and you are soaring high on confidence. 
Proud Lions can benefit from their passions not only financially, but they can also reach 
new personal heights in terms of status and influence. Hurry. By the 27th you become 
just another schlub. 

VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 

Queer Virgins will be social magnets all through July. Go out and attract a few steely 
characters. It will be a great time to expand your sphere of influence by meeting new 
people and floating some new, impressive ideas. They will be received well and things can 
start to take off. You can become a legend in your own time. Or is it in your own mind... 
LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 

If you “feel” that you have a secret admirer, go with the flow. You find that July brings 
them Out into the open in surprising ways. Proud Libras have much better attuned 
intuitive powers, which illuminate all dark corners. You divine all sorts of wonders. And 
that is divine in itself. Plumb the unknown before the 27th. After that you are back on 
the level of mere mortals. 

SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 

Nutritionists say that we should eat more vegetables. Well how about an olive? 
Preferably in a cocktail. July will bring you into some of the more exclusive and exciting 
social circles. Don’t waste time trying to be coy. Proud Scorps can find myriad 
opportunities to gather the troops and find new ways to interact and just have fun. And 
why not? Life is far too short. 

SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 

Gay Archers can make their mark in July with all powers-that-be. But of course, you can 
be a bit contrary and wind up seeking accolades from more underground sources. Status 
is a funny thing. Often it comes from the most unlikely of sources. Go with your gut 
and let Venus lead you to fame, fortune and stardom. By the 27th though you may be 
tossed back in the chorus. 

CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 

Travel in July when Venus will smooth your path and bring you great adventure. Pink Caps 
enjoy all types of people and can now take their act on the international road. Not only 
can you find romance (if you keep your heart open to it) you can also create an interest 
for some of your pet projects. If money and time are tight, try surfing the Internet and 
catch a wave. 

AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21! - FEBRUARY 19) 

Who is raising your personal temperature this July to a high sizzle? It will be hard to 
count that high. Thanks to Venus, Aqueerians have a choice of attractive and randy 
prospects. You are charming, sexy and very alluring ... for a change. Hurry and cash in 
your chips before the 27th. After that you revert back into the frog in need of a curse- 
breaking kiss. 

PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 

Partnerships hit a high note this July when both of you are in sync and enjoy every minute 
of each other’s company. Plan a rendezvous or two. Single Guppies who are ready to be 
hooked can find a few nice nets in which to get tangled. The secret is to make yourself 
available. Phoning it in will not do the trick ... unless you are into that sort of thing. 


© 2007 THE STARRY EYE, LLC. All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment Purposes Only. 

Lichtenstein’s blog www.thestarryeye.typepad.comcovers everything new age. Her 
astrology book HerScopes; A Guide To Astrology For Lesbians is an international sensation. 
Buy it and feel the vibration. 
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% Tune in for All NEW MOVIES on OUT this spring and surnmer! } 


Hq Visit www.OUTW.ca for full details and airtimes or sign up for the 
OUT#v newsletter (at www. OUTtv.ca) for weekly programming updates 


- Damon’s Hot Summer 
From: Club 1821 


Calgary 


Toronto 
London 


Ottawa 


Vancouver 


604-677-2424 
403-770-0776 


Edmonton 


780-665-6666 
204-480-9898 
416-281-8888 
519-679-9999 


613-566-2000 


Featuring: Petr, Roman, Kamil Fox, David, Pepino, Lucky Taylor, Tomino, 
Alex Clifford, Radek (Billy Jay), Thomas Dyk, Tomas 


Running Time: 105 minutes 


Summer's here and it’s time to think of vacations and the outdoors. 
These eleven European studs in five different scenes will inspire you to think 
about what to do with your long, sunny summer days. For these guys a good 
summer vacation means travelling to the country, enjoying plenty of outdoor 
activities that must include sexcapades. Although there is no real story to 
this movie, each scene is a story unto itself. Even though it’s a foreign 
language film some things are universal and easy to understand. 


Two young men, Petra and Roman, are driving along the country roads 
near a small European village when a local policeman waves them to a halt. 
The officer, Kamil Fox, checks out their car and eventually climbs into the 
back seat and gives Petra instructions where to drive. The young men think 
they are being arrested but in fact they are being taken to a secluded spot 
where a very unusual strip-search takes place. Unusual, because Petra and 
Roman are expected to undress the police officer. They are happy to oblige 
rather than being arrested. This kind of kidnapping is legal in their minds 
because it involves hot sex. 


David and Pepino are jogging in the woods when they discover the 


Featuring: Damon, Chad, Lexx, Doug, Aaron, Like, Mitch, Travis 
Running Time: 90 minutes 


Once again, Club!821 has assembled a stunning cast of newcomers and 
starring Damon whose summer vacation started out boring and ended up hot 
and spicy. All of these young men are beginning their summer vacation, straight 
from the physical training they received in school and they are ready for a 
holiday workout of a different kind. 


Damon is a highly competitive young man especially where his friend Doug 
is concerned. They have grown up together and always tried to outdo each 
other as to who was the best at everything. So, when Doug phoned Damon to 
tell him about impromptu sex he had just experienced at a friend’s beach 
house, Damon immediately knew he had to rise to the challenge. Damon 
resolved his summer would be full of sexual escapades that he could relate to 
Doug to prove which of them was on top of this game. 


With Damon's good looks and physical attributes, he quickly proved he was 
up for the challenge and his summer was going to become a lot more exciting. 


Firstly, Damon’s friend Chad was visiting from out of town and called to 
invite Damon to his hotel room. A temptation not to be resisted by Damon— 
and the perfect opportunity for conquest number one. Chad is horny and 
ready for Damon, so it proves to be an easy task for Damon to take charge and 
create a story to tell Doug about. 
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erfect place to rest up for a while. In no time at all, D V 
or afternoon sex and Pepino submits readily to 
could resist the handsome blue-eyed young man on 


Lucky Taylor and Tomino decide that early morn 
cele is better than breakfast and they prove it’s th 
ay. ies) 
Alexander is sunbathing) naked on the grass when he is 
Tomas, who sneaks up on him with a bucket of cold water 
to cool down Alexander. Fun on the grass is only ju: 
these two studs. fallen 


In the final scene Radek and Thomas are playing © 
beach volleyball until the sun is too hot. They go 
inside for a shower to cool down and completely | 
forget the ball game substituting a different kind o 

ame. These two hot well-hung studs, naked in 
Bachroont, could only lead toa sex game. 


ox % 
So follow the lead set by these young men and 
sure to plan a fun summer vacation for yourself. 


ew sponsored by: 

Express Video = 
#202 - 1745 Jasper Avenue, Edmanton 
{780)482-7480 exec.express@show.ca 


When Travis’ parents leave town he finds himself alone with a pi 
and a case of merlot, so he invites Damon over to share the mome: t. In 
of a log fire, the two enjoy the vintage Merlot and soon begin to enjo) 
other. These two hot bodies overheat in front of the fi the 
another great story for Damon relate to Doug. eg 


Damon’s next encounter is a threesome with his good friend 
straight roommate. However, the roommate is not so straight | 
Damon naked, erect and ready for action—one more impres 
Doug to hear. = 


The final act happens when Chad is leaving town and wants 
to Damon and Luke. This farewell gathering is the ultimate three 
Damon puts all his energy into satisfying these two 
horny studs while they show their pleasure with 
Damon's perfect ten inches. This is the final story, one 
that Damon knows Doug will never be able to beat. 


MUSIC: ttt 
_ | BODIES: tetctctote 
~ 1ACTION: ttc 
toto | 
tototk | 


Review sponsored by; 


Purchase membership by phone: 


1.900.451.8434 (75 min/S24”) 


Other Cities : Regina 306.566.8111 + Saskatoon 306.667.6111 
+ Vancouver 604.639.0606 « Victoria 250.414.4424 « Winnipeg 204.947.6725 


Try Cruiseline Text for free. Text “xtra” to SFREE - www.cruiseline.ca 


50 off with our new member special. Call customer support for more info: 1.877.882.2005 


_ Vancouver 
604.639.3511 


Victoria 
250.414.6962 


Calgary 
403.234.6538 


Edmonton 
780.490.2273 


Lp >. 
S .8 ©. 
2) EO Se 


free trial cope 1501 
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416.915.4545 250.220.1000 
403,355.2222 306.374.8181 


Find men in your area: 
1.800.777.8000 


é 90” OFF 


for new members 
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Toronto St. Catherines 
416.915.1858 905.704.3646 


Hamilton | Kitchener 
905.296.0566 519.342.1808 
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